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How the Greatest

party Came to Be
The Munich Government Building
(90% destroyed in WWII, rebuilt with glass to
signify the governments openness)

View of Armbrustchutzen Festzelt Tent
and St. Paul’s Church

Bucket List Events guests at the Wies’n
gates heading to their tent reservation

Bucket List Events Guests enjoying a Maß
at the Hacker Pschorr tent dubbed
“Himmel der Bayern” Heaven of the
Bavarians, for its magnificent ceiling

Sun peering through the Old City Hall
at Marienplatz (city center)

Oktoberfest began as a marriage ceremony between Prince
Ludwig and Princess Therese on October 12, 1810. All of the
townspeople were invited to attend the festival, which took
place in the fields outside of the city gates. Following the
wedding the fields were named Theresienwiese after the
Princess, and the party was such a hit that the townspeople
asked King Ludwig to continue the celebration the following
year. 2017 marked the 207th anniversary of the festivities.
Why stop a good thing!?
Today the remnants of the gates still stand and the fields,
known by locals as the Wies’n, now host the largest beer
festival in the world: Oktoberfest! What was a simple
wedding celebration has transformed into a 17 or 18-day
festival in which 7 million people from around the world
participate in, consuming more than 6 million liters of
Bavarian beer. That’s 1 million gallons of beer! Oktoberfest
officially begins on the second to last Saturday in September
at noon when the mayor of Munich taps the first barrel at
the Schottenhamel Tent, crying “O’zapft is” (It’s open). The
festival concludes the first Sunday of October following
German reunification day on October 5.
There are 14 main beer tents at the Theresienwiese
grounds serving brews by the Maß (1-liter stein). Almost
all of them see up to 12,000 people per day. That is a
whole lot of beer! Only six breweries are represented at
the Oktoberfest grounds, and they are all local - Späten,
Augustiner, Paulaner, Hacker-Poschorr, Hofbräu and
Löwenbräu. Everyone has their preferred brew by the end,
which one will be yours?

Top 10 Reasons

TO GO TO OKTOBERFEST IN MUNICH
There really is nothing like Oktoberfest – a festival every traveler should experience at least
once in their life. It’s kind of like being at your favorite local bar with friends, complete with
a live band and a few good beers...except a thousand times bigger and far more engaging.
We’re confident that you’ll want to relive the experience back home.

1) The Atmosphere

Simply put, it’s absolutely contagious.
Outside the tents, the Theresienwiese (the local name for
the Oktoberfest grounds) is packed with people and rich
spirits. It’s one big fairground full of rides and food stalls.
You will see entire families of all generations wearing
Lederhosen and Dirndls. In fact, the Oktoberfest atmosphere
isn’t just confined to the festival ground. Everywhere across the city the feeling in the air is
absolutely electric.
When you first arrive at the tents at the beginning of the day, you will find thousands of
people sitting at tables, calmly sipping on beer. Within a hour, the band strikes up and a few
steins have been consumed. The crowd gets a tad bit rowdier, and the chatter rises a good
bit. Without fail, a brave man (or woman) will literally rise to the occasion and take on the
challenge of engulfing a full stein as those around pound aggressively on the table. If they
finish the whole thing they get a cheer; if they don’t, they have to endure the sound of booing
from the crowd. The scene engulfs all those around, and you find yourself completely
wrapped up with the party antics, dancing with the strangers around you. In no time, you are
fully immersed in the party.
And it is like this day and night for nearly three weeks.

2) The Beer
Granted, beer is kind of a big deal. Oktoberfest beer is
ridiculously delicious.There are so many distinctive offerings
at the festival, and all of them are strong – you’re unlikely to
find anything below 7% alcohol content or a beer not served
in a sizeable glass. It should also be noted that all of the beers
consumed come from local Munich breweries, so the freshness
of your beverages is incredible. So enjoy yourself, sample
everything the city has to offer and take part responsibly.

3) The Food
It’s not just about Bratwurst and Schnitzels. If you have a sweet
tooth there’s the stall with all sorts of chocolate covered fruit
- apples, bananas, strawberries, pineapple. Then there’s the
chicken...oh the chicken. It is the opinion of our staff that this
is the second best thing to consume at Oktoberfest after beer
for sure.
The standard 1/2 chicken is absolutely the best chicken you will taste in your entire life. It’s so
succulent, so juicy, so tender and you will love the salty skin with that yummy marinade. Don’t forget
those massive pretzels with incredible dipping sauces. So maybe skip breakfast and save room for the
smorgasbord of culinary wonders.

4) The Attire
Dressing up at Oktoberfest is part of the fun. Germany is a bustling,
multicultural and thoroughly modern nation, but there are some
perceptions of Germany that will never die. The traditional Bavarian
attire is a common sight around Oktoberfest and you should never
pass on an opportunity to join in the festivities with some
lederhosen-clad visitors and local milkmaids.
Men wear Lederhosen, while women wear Dirndls. It’s like being at one giant costume party, with
outfits ranging from basic to very very fancy. I love watching entire families walking past wearing
Oktoberfest costumes - even the little children and babies. When you put on your Oktoberfest
costume, it’s like getting into character, ready for a day of heavy beer drinking. We recommend you
get into the spirit of things and buy yourself a Dirndl or a pair of Lederhosen! You will feel left out
otherwise.

5) The Music
We can all admit it - we LOVE cover bands. There is something
about hearing an old rock and roll song, or a unique version of
some 80s new wave hit that ignites a wave of nostalgia in our souls.
Along with the clothing, Oktoberfest’s music is among the things
that are most important to the festival’s image. What would
Oktoberfest be without hulking brass bands playing oompah music
to the masses as they saunter around the site and take in the
amazing atmosphere? The bands play all day, every day - and their

set list is compiled of more songs you will know than you won’t. There is a fun blend of German and
English classics, and quite frankly, the crowd’s reactions to their favorite German anthems might
be most entertaining part! The energy is absolutely contagious, and since everyone is singing along,
you can sing as loud as you want without being embarrassed.

6) The Funfair
Roller Coasters and rides may not be everyone’s idea of
post-session fun, and they probably aren’t compatible
with stomachs filled with bratwurst. However, our
German friends seem to have a slightly different view of
life and have laid down one of Europe’s largest funfairs
for your pleasure. The Oktoberfest funfair is a thrilling
and unmissable staple of the festival that will surely capture any and all visitors at one point
or another.
We recommend a ride on the calm ferris wheel that takes you high above the fairgrounds. Whether
it’s day or night, you get a unique view of the festival below, as the neon lights flash and the food
stands cook up a storm.

7) Dancing in the Tents
There really isn’t any method to it, but you have to do it at some
point. Why? Because everyone else is. Imagine every song being
like the 7th inning stretch at a baseball game. You rise on the
benches, you toast, and you sing. It’s always a sight to see when you
look out into a crowd of thousands of people on their feet bouncing
to the music. You can’t even see the tables beneath them!

8) Munich
Munich itself is a great little city to explore with an amazing array
of food markets, pubs, and shopping. There are also incredible
museums, the beautiful Marienplatz, and historical attractions,
including site of the 1972 Summer Olympics and the Dachau
Concentration Camp, located just outside the city. Munich is also
home to FC Bayern Munich, who are annually among the best
professional soccer teams in the world. Everything is extremely
accessible by public transportation, no matter where you want to go.

9) Neuschwanstein Castle
Located in Germany near Hohenschwangau and Füssen
in southwest Bavaria, the majestic Neuschwanstein castle
was built by Ludwig II of Bavaria as a retreat and an homage
to Richard Wagner, the king’s inspiring muse. Although
photography of the interior is not permitted, it is the most
photographed building in Germany and is one of the country’s
most popular tourist destinations. It’s worth the full day excursion to view this incredible
attraction, which is a feature of each standard package.

10) Englischer Garten (The English Gardens)
In the center of Munich you’ll find Englischer Garten. Dwarfing
New York City’s Central Park, this massive public park has earned
a reputation as one of the largest urban public parks across the
globe. Inside the park, you’ll find a Japanese teahouse and garden
that was built for the 1972 Summer Olympics, as well as the
Schönfeldwiese – a meadow in which nude sunbathing is allowed.
If that doesn’t take you by surprise, the surfers will. The stream
that runs through the park has served as a prime – although
unexpected – place for expert surfers to test their skills on the
artificially-pumped waters. This is also home to one of the largest
beer gardens in the world.

Frequently
Asked Questions
Bucket List Events’ gallery view at
Augustiner-Festhalle tent

Raising one at the Lowenbrau Tent

Taking in the Paulaner Tent, 2019

The Schottenhamel Tent, where the
whole party begins each year.

1. Where does the Oktoberfest happen?
The Oktoberfest takes place in Munich, Germany, on the ground known as
“Theresienwiese,” which is also called “Festwiese” by the locals. Half of the
year, the grounds are simply a public park. Around June, the tents and fun fair
foundations begin their staggered process of construction with a completion date
of late September, just in time for the beginning of the festival. This area hosts a
space of 420,000 sq ft and is easy to get to from central Munich.
2. When does the Oktoberfest happen?
The Oktoberfest begins in September and ends in October on the first Sunday in
October, or on October 3, whatever is later. It lasts for at least 16 days.
The next dates are:
• 2020 - September 19 - October 4
• 2021 - September 18 - October 3
• 2022 - September 17 - October 3 (Extended to Monday)
3. Oktoberfest starts in September...why’s it called Oktoberfest?
The first Oktoberfest was celebrated in Munich in 1810 in honor of Prince
Ludwig’s marriage to Princess Therese von Sachsen-Hildburghausen. The
festivities began October 12, 1810, and lasted for almost a week, until October
17. The public celebrations ended with an exciting horse race. After such a
spectacular party, the happy couple decided that the same type of festival should
be continued annually. In the following years, the galas were repeated every
October, prolonged and, eventually moved forward into September primarily
because of the weather.
4. What’s the deal with Beer Tent Reservations?
Every year, it’s a long and competitive process for us to book beer tent
reservations, and you don’t always get exactly what you want. Every tent has its
own system for booking reservations, not to mention they each start the process
at different times of the year. You always have to make reservations in groups of
8-10 people, and most of the reservations go to locals who have held tables at
the Wies’n for several generations. The whole process lasts about 9 months, and
there are no guarantees concerning specific tents and dates.
The big tents (holding 7,000-10,000 people at a time) are the most difficult to get
into and often close their doors by noon on Saturdays simply because they’re
already full. It’s nearly impossible to get into a big tent without a reservation
on a busy day; however, you can sometimes squeeze in with someone at a
table outside and order a beer to establish your spot. If you’re already in a tent
when the reservation time has expired, you can stay in that tent - you just have

to find an opening at a table in a non-reserved section. Weekdays are much
less crowded compared to Saturdays and weekend nights. Two people can
usually find their way into a tent and find a seat to get a beer. At night it’s often
too crowded to order food (unless you have vouchers with your reservation) but
don’t worry; there are plenty of vendors serving hearty Bavarian food on the
Oktoberfest Fairgrounds.
Your 2016 Bucket List Events Staff,
guilty of bad purchases.

Each Bucket List Events package includes at least 1 beer tent reservation per
person. Depending on which weekend you’re in Munich, you may end up at a big
tent (5,000+ capacity) or a medium tent (under 1,000-5,000 capacity).
Most reservations include 2 beers (1 liter each) and 1 food voucher (usually a
chicken plate).
4. How can we add additional beer tent reservations?
It is sometimes possible for us to include a second beer tent reservation in your
package for an additional charge - just ask!
It should be noted, however, that scheduled package activities cannot be
substituted for additional beer tent reservations. There is usually a drastic price
difference, and reservations are subject to availability. Some guests have also
requested specific tents, and while we will always do our best to accommodate,
this cannot be guaranteed.

Maß of beer

Several beers into Hofbrau heaven

5. How much does a liter of beer (the “Maß” Oktoberfest Beer) cost at
one of the tents?
The price for a liter of beer ranges between €10 and €11 per liter (about $11-13).
6. What’s the average age of Bucket List Events clients?
Hard question to answer, but most of our clients are between the ages of 28-55.
But it varies with each group. We often have guests that are 60+ years of age as
well as kids with their families and college students. We don’t have an age limit;
you just have to be ready to have a good time!
7. Is there a best tent?
Many people read a stranger’s online review and think that they must go to a
specific tent.

The Oktoberfest Funfair lights up
the Munich night.

Truthfully, there is no best tent. Each venue has a unique aspect about them,
but none of them are any better than the others. Locals prefer the lesser known
tents while college kids like the tents with a boisterous reputation. No matter
what tent you are in you’re going to have the time of your life. Just don’t drink too
much and take some pictures so you remember it!
8. Is beer the only thing available to drink?
While beer will be occupying just about every inch of the 420,000 square foot
Oktoberfest grounds, there are some wine and champagne options at about half
of the tents - just ask. A liter of table water costs about €6. Soft drinks also cost
about €6-7 (you’ll usually find Coke and Spezi, a Coke/Fanta mix). Be prepared
for a lot of carbonated water!

Looking to drink beer but don’t want the heaviness of a standard German brew,
try a “shandy” or “radler.” These contain half beer, and half a carbonated lemon
drink such as Sprite. You’d be surprised at how popular of a drink this is!

Just how excited are we
for Oktoberfest?

9. How strong (alcohol percent) is the beer?
All beer served at Oktoberfest is 13.5% Stammwürze, which equates to around
6% alcohol content. The average American beer is about 3-5%. The beer is often
stronger than at home, too, so pace yourself and eat plenty.
10. What is the drinking age?
16 years old.
11. Do we have to dress up in Bavarian attire?
Absolutely not, but we highly recommend it. It’s part of the cultural experience!
Many locals and visitors of all ages choose to suit up in Trachten, traditional garb
for the fest, with men sporting the suspendered the leather trouser lederhosen
and women the traditional Bavarian Dirndl.

Let your glass always runneth over.

12. Where can we purchase Lederhosen or Dirndl?
Considering the amount of stores in the vicinity of your hotel, where can’t
you purchase an outfit? Whether it’s in the train station or a pop-up vendor
just outside the tents, the pricing is pretty consistently in the 100-125 euros.
If you prefer shopping a wider variety of options, we recommend the popular
department store C&A, located in the Neuhauser- and Kaufinger Straße. This is
an easy walk from your hotel.
We don’t recommend purchasing costume versions online, as that’s the one
thing the locals look down upon. It’s better to dress in regular clothes than to buy
a flimsy costume version online!

Dressing the part makes
the beer taste better

13. How many people attend Oktoberfest?
In 2019, over 7,000,000 people attended over three weeks.
14. What else is there to do at Oktoberfest besides drinking?
As expected, the focus at Oktoberfest is the drinking, eating, cavorting and
singing. It is this tradition, atmosphere and spectacle that makes it so special. To
break up proceedings, you can amble through the fairground that surrounds the
beer tents, where there are seemingly endless rides and carnival games in which
to partake. However, if you are visiting at the right time, you may be coinciding
with some of the special events that take place.

These beers aren’t messing around.

On the opening weekend, the Costume and Riflemen’s Parade sees some
7,000 costumed performers and musicians, thoroughbred horses, oxen and
associated farmyard animals walk through the centre of Munich to celebrate
the Oktoberfest opening weekend. If the weather holds, an open-air concert
featuring 400 musicians will take place on September 25 at the Theresienwiese.

We’ve got some work to do.

15. How much tip is common?
Within Oktoberfest grounds, it varies. If you’ve got reservations and vouchers, the
tip is sometimes included. In this case you do not need to give extra tip, or just
if you think the service was extraordinary. If tip is not included, the waitress will
tell you what the tip is. In fact, it’s not really a tip - it’s more like a “service fee”.
It should be not more than 10 to 15% of the beer or food price. And yes, giving a
bit of extra tip will ensure that the waitress will always serve you in time and in
quality.
16. What beer is served at Oktoberfest?
Only beer conforming to the Reinheitsgebot, at a minimum of 13.5%
Stammwürze (approximately 6% alcohol by volume) may be served at
Oktoberfest. The beer must also be brewed within the city limits of Munich.
Beers meeting these criteria may be designated Oktoberfest Beer.
The breweries that can produce Oktoberfest Beer under the criteria are:
Augustiner-Bräu, Hacker-Pschorr-Bräu, Löwenbräu, Paulaner, Spatenbräu,
Staatliches Hofbräu-München

Surprise! The Hofbrau Tent serves
Hofbrau beer

17. What do you eat at Oktoberfest?
You have a good choice of dishes. A must-try is the classic “Wiesn-Hendl”
(grilled chicken), best enjoyed with French Fries. The slow-roasted,
butter-basted chicken is irresistible after a few beverages. Freshly-baked and
doughy, salt- strewn pretzels are delicious and extremely popular. Also expect
to sample traditional sausages and the seemingly endless dessert options
available at Oktoberfest.
All the tents have English menus, so feel free to ask your waitress for it.

The parades are a
generational tradition.

18. How much beer do you drink at Oktoberfest?
Certainly you should try to not drink too much. But how much is “too much”?
We say that up to two Mass beers (two liters) are OK. This can typically be
handled by normal folks without any serious problems. With three Mass
(three liters) you will quickly approach the borderline. The beers are large
and pack a punch.

The oh-so-talented wait staff
at Oktoberfest.

19. I do not speak any German. Will this be a problem?
This will not be a problem. The language sections of the travel guidebook usually
contains the German translations for relevant dialogue, so you are able to sneak
by if needed. Again, most tents also have English menus, so ask for them if you
are not comfortable ordering in German.
20. How is the bathroom situation in the beer tents?
There are enough facilities in the tents, but in a tent with thousands of people
drinking thousands of liters of beer, there also is a clear need for these!
For men, this usually means a wait between 5 and 10 minutes in the line.
For women, this usually means a wait between 10 and 20 minutes in the line.

21. What time do tents close the doors?
Beer Serving Hours are typically 10 AM to 10:30 PM on weekdays, and 9 AM to
10:30 PM on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. At 10:30 PM the band will stop
playing, the lights will go on, and the waitresses will start to clean the tables around
you. Typically you will have left by 10:50 PM.
Back to School: Our group learning
about German government

22. Is there a program of events that we can see?
The highlight event of the Wies’n is the Oktoberfest Costume and Riflemen’s
Parade. The parade occurs on the first Wies’n Sunday of Oktoberfest. It starts at 10
AMam and lasts about 3 hours. More than 7,000 performers will participate along
the 7 kilometer (5 mile) parade route.
23. Is Oktoberfest safe?
Yes, it’s very safe.

Illumination at the Ochsenbraterei

But just like any travel/festival experience, be aware of your surroundings. Keep
money is a safe place (not in your back pocket). Everyone is really friendly, but of
course with so much bier, you’re bound to see some altercations. Security is very
present in the tents and Polizei outside the tents.
24. How do I get to the festival?
The hotels where Bucket List Events guests stay are just a couple of blocks away
from the Oktoberfest grounds. Whenever there is a dinner or beer tent reservation,
our staff will guide you to your destination.

We’ll show you the way to Oktoberfest

25. What are the must sees in the area?
Munich is a large city with a plethora of things to do as a tourist. Your package
with Bucket List Events comes with a bike tour of many of Munich’s famous
attractions, including the English Gardens, as well as a trip to the famous
Neuschwanstein Castle.
Here are some common destinations of our guests, with links:

See the city on our famous Bike Tour

4 Olympic stadium and Olympic park
4 BMW World & BMW Headquarters
4 Isar River
4 Deutsches Museum
4 Schloss Nymphenburg (Palace)
4 Hofgarten and Residenz
4 Neues Rathaus
4 Allianz Arena (Home of FC Bayern Munich)

The incredible trail up to the
Neuschwanstein.

4 Dachau Concentration Camp

Hints (Surviving)
Taking a nap on the hill
(don’t be that guy!)

4 We’re not going to lecture you about drinking responsibly, but drink
responsibly. Do not become a “Bierleiche.”
4 Don’t be rude, especially not to the beer maidens. The tents will have no
issue removing you and and perhaps your guests. Consider this when you
have been drinking, so gauge your limits.
4 Do not even think about not eating. You might not like greasy chicken,
hearty sausages, succulent veal, or ginormous pretzels, but please eat
something, and do it consistently. There are usually plenty of options for
every diet. You will want something to soak up all the beer.
4 Bring only as much cash as you’re willing to spend.

Our guests cheers-ing at an
outdoor biergarten

4 Considering your surroundings, leave the valuables, or items of use, at
the hotel. Keep only the necessary cash, ID’s, train passes, etc. that you
need in your front pocket.
4 While the majority of participants will be dancing on the benches attached
to the tables, do not dance on the tables. This is a hard rule. You may dance
on the benches for as long as you wish, but do not step on the tables. This
will get you removed from the tent without hesitation.

2016 Guests, ready to take
in the first of many

4 Resist the urge to take a beer stein or glass with you, or anything else that
does not belong to you. They are often checking bags when you leave, and
if they find a glass, it is - legally speaking - theft. Usually, they just take the
beerstein and let you go, but nothing can stop them from calling the police
or demanding a fine. To avoid any of this, just do not take a beer stein.
They are available all over the city and airport for purchase, including at the
biergarten we visit on the Bike Tour of Munich.
4 Do not smoke inside the tents. Smoking inside the tents is not permitted,
but each tent has outside smoking areas.

Exploring the majestic paths
surrounding the Neuschwanstein
Castle

4 Do not bring glass bottles to the Theresienwiese. For obvious reasons,
these are not allowed.
4 Curb the drunken novelty purchases. There are perpetual vendors peddling
goofy hats, sunglasses, bunny ears, etc.Try to resist the urge to buy these,
you will stand up and likely be mocked in a foreign language.
4 In essence, the Oktoberfest tents are massive bars. There is excessive
drinking, and there will be fights. The police are incredibly efficient at
handling these situations, so leave the dirty work to them. Do not get
involved in the scuffles.

Oktoberfest with Bucket List Events

The trip of a lifetime!
Bucket List Events guests drinking
one for the ages

The Bucket List crew, closing
down the O-Fest, 2016

View of Neuschwanstein Castle

Our guests bonding over brews
at the welcome dinner

Our guests at the Shottenhamel
Tent, friends for life after this day

BLE Guide Jim, leading the charge
at the Schottenhamel

From Our Past Clients
I’ve always tended to avoid tours
because I like the freedom to do my own
thing, but frankly there’s no way I would
have had half as good a time organising
an Oktoberfest trip myself. Bucket List
Events has the on-the-ground talent
and experience to take you to where
the action is, tickets in hand. I’d like
to thank all the friendly, energetic
guides for their tireless commitment
to my entertainment.
Geoff Jamieson
Oktoberfest client

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, and THANK
YOU!!! I told my friends and co-workers
I was really sad to have to come back
because I was having so much fun.
Our group was great and very
welcoming – they all made me feel very
comfortable. I was a little worried at
first since I was there by myself, but all
that went out the window after we had
the first pint – well maybe even before
that! I will definitely use Bucket List
Events again in the future.
Lori Stella
Oktoberfest Guest
New York

Huge thank you to Bucket
List Events! My clients raved
about their Oktoberfest trip!
Couldn’t say enough about
the great care and customer
service they received!
Will definitely send more
clients your way!
Renee Bridges
Wonderluhst Travel
Ohio

Where will you be when the World’s biggest party is happening?

BE THERE.

Many thanks to the
folks at Bucket List
Events. I recently went
to Octoberfest with my
son and our experience
in Munich could not have
been more fun. Very
well organized. It was
everything I thought it
would be . Thanks again
to Toby and Rich.
You’re the best!

We recently took a sister/Mom trip to
Oktoberfest. The event is ginormous and we
didn’t know where to begin in making our
arrangements. Bucket List Events took care
of everything for us. They put together the
PERFECT package in arranging tent
reservations, transfers and tours while in
Munich. Their guides were knowledgeable
and FUN! We had the trip of a lifetime!
– Ann Wieland Schaefer , 2019 Client

– Jimmy Rowden,
2019 Client

Toby and his staff were
incredible. We have everything
arranged for us from airport
pick-up’s, great hotel where you
walk outside and there was the
Oktoberfest parade. The hotel
location was key for us and b
eing only 2 blocks from the
festivities was great and the
hotel was wonderful too. The
trip was fantastic and Toby and
bucket-list did a phenomenal job.
Thank you for helping us create
great memories.
– Jeannine Devlin, 2019 Client

WANT MORE INFORMATION?
PLEASE CONTACT:
Toby Atkins , Oktoberfest Event Manager, Toll-Free at 866-343-6133
Email at: toby@mybucketlistevents.com

MYBUCKETLISTEVENTS.COM
OKTOBERFESTTOURS.COM

